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760 heavy bombers of the U. 8.
15th Alr Force smashed at Ro-
mania’s Ploest! oil fields yesterday,

total of Fortresses and Liberators
which hlve struck within a six-
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bringing to more than 7.000 the
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‘Hit by Bombers

Bug Bombs Roar
Into So. England

London [AP) Between 500 and
750 American heavy hombers
roared out from Ttalian bases and
attacked the Ploesti oil area of
Rumania today, after night bomb-
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e e 161 Alr Force heav-
les were




mse Gunner, Hurt In Pb;es?
Raid, Rescued By Jugo-S!uvs

Looking back on his career as:
{niose gunner on the B-24 “Lucky
Gremlin,” S-Sgt. Angelo Benedet-

sedan pool

I rememh:r longest is July 15, 1944,
| hen the Gremlin was one of the
ships to raid Ploesti, On that mis-
Slon ot of Hia engines was shot'|
up over the target and anotier had
to be feathered on the way
Tywvo Engmes Gone
“Wo tried o cross the Adriatic
with anly' two engines but hit the
water a mile or two from shore,”
reealls Benedotto. “T was wounded
and don’t recall much exc

““The rubbier life raft was thrown
Ut after the ship hit and all but
one member of the crew got on it.
Our top turret gunner was killed | &
in the ¢rash, Jugo-Siav partisans
had'watched us go down and with-
in a few hours they had rescued
us. vre were retorned by C-47 to,
our base and 1 finally woke up in
a hospital in Ttaly.”

Possibly even a narrower escape’
for the crew of the “Lu:}ly Grem-
lin® was its 10th mi a raid
on Miot: On st oo, o 20-mim,
| shell came in through the tail of

the ship, went between 100-pound
oil bombs and finally lodged in the
nose. Benedetto keeps the shell to-
day as & souvenir.
The “Lucky Gremlin” was ered-
ited with seven of Herman Goer-
s crack fighters, :.ha Yellow
|| Hoses, on that mission. In thepro-

cess, I.he IS:
| shat 1 Gmnlm mnri :m
m-sloew we:.-e

Made Base 0K

remlin made its

i Benedetto -said,
though nobody could figw
what kupt u in the air.

Sedan pool dispateher at Boea!

Raton:sinee. Iast Pebruary. SiSet

Benedstto Is the wearer of the

Purple Hmn, the Air M:edu with
four oak.leaf cluster:

Florida Fiying Ace ™,
Among Returnees
At Miami Beach

MIAMI BEACH [AP] Capt.
Charles W. DeWitt, P-47 Thun-
derbolt ace from Green Cove
Springs, heads a group of eight |
Floridians now at the AAF redis-|:
tribution station here. i

A salesman in civilian life, he
served with the Royal Canadian
Alr Force before transferring to
the USAAF, and has five enemy
planes to his credit. A veteran of
86 missions aver Europe, the pilot
holds the Distinguished Flying
Cross with two oak leaf clusters
and the Air Medal with three
c'l\.mhe

§-Sgt. Solon M. Whlmzy nf
Auvburndale, flew 28 m ns
- Europe asa B-24 nnzlneer—u’um!n
He holds the ir
it}

Sunner on 51 raissions i iy,
hiosd ihe A et o0
—“lusters and the Purple Heart.
DFC WINNER
Capt. William A, Adams of War-
rington Station, won the DFC dur—
ing 36 missions as B4 pilot in
the China-Burma-India thea
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DFC and the Alr Medal with four
rs.
S-Sgt. J E; wing Jr, of
Gentat ‘Hil, ao 50" milcsons. in

Il a6 & B-17 gunner-srmorer 40 |
s credit., He wears the Afr Medal

- reliora M. Gaskins of |
Plant Cily, wears the Az Med
STl
ner.
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i15th Heavies
Rap Silesi

ilesia

MAAF HEADQUARTERS, ¥R
4P Smashing through main Ger-
man air defenses, up to 500 15th
USAAF, Forts and Libs today car-
fied out the initial “Italy-based
bomber attack of the war on vital
enemy oil installations at Odertal
in German Silesia, 75 miles south-
|east of Breslau.
Mustangs provided target cover

|while Lightnings joined the P-515

in protecting the heavies during
the perilous penetration and with-
drawal flights. Several enemy for-

mations rose from the Vienna and,

Budapest areas to parry the blow
but many were sent down in flames
by Allied fighter pilots and bombe:
BUDNErS.

Only at the Odertal oil and cuke
plant, engaged in turning out syn-
thetic diesel oil, were results ob-
served. Liberator crews said a good
pattern of bombs smashed into the

plant area, causing fires and ex-!

plosions. Other ftargets were nat
listed.

A second formation of Libera-
fors blasted an airdrome and :iear-
by railyards at Zagreb, capital of
Yugeslavia. Flak opposition was
moderate and only a few enemy
fighters put in an appearance.

Coverage of both targets was de-t

scribed as good.

Last night, Halifaxes, Welling-
tons and Liberators attacked the
enemy airdrome at Feursbrunn, 30
miles from. Vienna, Austria. Barly

(Contimued on page 8) -

i5th Heavies
Rep Silesia

rCnnimued Jrom Page t)
reports indicated good coverage of

 the key enemy airport.

Mitehells of the 1st TAF yester=
day ran into intense flak on mis=
sions against rail bridges north of
Florence but managed to cut three
of the spans. Marauders carried
out five missions against com=
munications in the Parma-Piae
cenza area, one by a French Air
Force unit, The previous night,
other Marauders completed their
‘hrst night attack when they flew
| through heavy flak to bomb ofl
storage at Savona, 20 miles south-
west of Genoa.

Thunderbombers and Spits han-
dled yesterday’s battle area patrol
while other TAF aireraft blasted
enemy air and rail faecilities just
behind the lines. Coastal Welling—
tons, Beaufighters and Hurricanes
damaged a 5,000-ton enemy vessel,
sank three schooners and two
barges in the Adriatic. Coastal
Spits were out over Yugoslavia and
northwestern Italy while Mosqui-
toes and Beaufighters ranged into
| Southern France. 4
| Five enemy planes out of 25 nof=
too-aggressive fighters encountered
during 15th. USAAF heavy bomb-
ing operations over northern Italy
vesterday were shot down by es=
corting Mustangs, Four MAAF air=
crafh we were iost. g




